
Mill Pond Park Beach 

 

History 

1. The 2005 swim season was the last season that the Parks & Recreation Department offered swim lessons 

after tracking a steady decline in the program.  It was found that patrons seemed to prefer lessons in a 

pool setting. 

2. In an Aquatic Supervisors report for the 2005 season, they noted that the daily users for the season had 

been 2,219.  Since 2005 our numbers have drastically declined. 

3. After the 2005 beach season, the Commission, due to funding, made the decision to no longer employ 

lifeguards and have the beach become “Swim at Your Own Risk”. 

4. While the lifeguards were employed, they were utilized to keep the beach and the swim area clean.  The 

guards had to rake and clean the beach multiple times during the day.  In addition, at least once a day 

(usually in the morning before the beach opened) the guards would rake the swim area.   All this attention, 

along with having the patrons in the water, helped to keep any plant sediment stirred up and flowing. 

5. For many years, approximately six acres of the pond were either chemically treated and mechanically 

weed harvested, or just mechanically weed harvested.  These treatments along, with the employees 

performing their tasks, seemed to help keep the area usable since it did not have the build-up of plant 

material and it was clearer.  

 

Current 

1. Since 2007 the Parks and Recreation Department has spent approximately $32,000 to treat the pond.  

This figure does not include maintenance staff time to perform daily cleaning tasks of the beach and the 

water’s edge.  This figure is just the portion that the Parks and Recreation Department has paid. It does 

not take in to account the funds expended by Oakland County Parks and Recreation. 

2. The Springfield Township Parks and Recreation Department has been working together with Oakland 

County Parks to treat the pond.  The last two years it was decided that only chemical treatment would be 

used in the hope that it would keep the growth of starry stonewort at bay or at least at its current level.  

Starry stonewort has aggressively begun taking over the pond.   

3. In 2005 when Professional Lake Management did a survey and report for the Department there was no 

starry stonewort in the pond, now there are areas that do not get treated that are so thick that a boat 

cannot get through it.  In areas that are treated it helps to slow the growth, but it does not eliminate it.  The 

decision was made to just chemically treat since when you mechanically harvest starry stonewort it could 

be potentially introducing additional seed when you cut the existing plants. 

4. The fishing pier receives a steady number of visitors throughout the year.  The attendance at the beach, 

as stated earlier, has drastically declined over the years.  I do not have an exact count since there is not 

staff out counting everyday but from what we observe a high estimate might be 200 patrons for the 

season.  

5. In 2017, it cost the Parks Department approximately $6,800.00 in staff time to maintain the beach area.   

 

Expenses to Improve 

Below are some of the items that would need to occur with approximate cost if the beach was to remain open. 

1. Sand for the beach area $1,200 plus staff time to spread it 

2. Painting the fence surrounding the beach $4,000 to $6,000  

3. Diffusers with tubing, compressor and cabinet - Depending on the number that are need the price 

ranges from $3,000 to $5,000 

4. Chemical treatment $8,725.00, which includes an additional treatment from year’s past 

5. New buoys and lines $2,000 

6. New Rule Signs $600-$800 

7. Sidewalk repair by beach $? 

8. Dredging- This is a very expensive option that may not be a solution for the starry stonewort.  I have been 

told an estimate for dredging could be as much as $50,000 an acre.  You then have to find a location to 

deposit the spoils from the dredging.  The material will also need to be tested to make sure it is not 

contaminated. 


